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The Ironmaster system 

from Rhino delivers an 

engineering solution to 

replace, rebuild and              

re-bed multi-span access 

covers and frames. 
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A frame collapse was patched over with asphalt & needed inspecting & measuring for replacement 

The original 4 lid solid top unit 

Patched following a frame collapse 

Uncovered, shows frame failure 

The temporary patch prior to  
replacement works commencing 

Failure of multi-span access covers: There are various factors that can 
lead to the failure of multi-span access covers. Some of the possible 
causes include:    
¶ supporting structure 
¶ mortars 
¶ frame 
¶ surround  
¶ lids 

Ultimately it doesn't matter. By the time we are alerted to the failure, itõs 
difficult to tell the original cause, nevertheless our solution is to tackle 
each of the failure mechanisms on every job and ensure they are all     
repaired, reinstated, rebuilt and up to standard.  

Patching over the collapse with asphalt: As a holding measure, the     
covers have been patched on one or more occasions with asphalt,       
pending a permanent resolution.  
 
Eventually the stresses placed on the frame will result in a total collapse 
which means it is time to look for a permanent solution. 
 
Rhino Asphalt Solutions have developed a specialist team to resolve 
these issues with large modular multi-span access covers and frames.  

An inspection visit to open the lids and ascertain the correct sizing for a 
replacement is needed. The lids require opening to determine the clear 
opening size of the frame, as this is not necessarily the same as the cover/

lid size, or the internal dimensions of the pit/chamber.  
 
A quote for this visit is provided which necessitates a Hiab lorry, a Rhino 
installation lorry, a lift plan & RAMS, temporary patching and of course 
traffic management. 

BBA HAPAS approved reinstatement materials will be used for temporary 
patching.  
 
Jointmaster IMP material (HAPAS certificate 09/H149) will give you      
assurances of a safe temporary reinstatement prior to the main works 
commencing.  
 
We can then issue a quotation for the manufacture and replacement of 
the unit. Following acceptance of this we can order the manufacture of 
the bespoke ironwork and the replacement works are planned. All this 
can be done whilst leaving the site safe for traffic.  

Inspected in February 2023 
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The replacement works begin with breaking out and removing the old unit 

Breaking out the old unit Exposing the frame  

Hiab lifting out the old frame Hiab lifting out the old beam 


